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Ripple Jam Booking Looks Toward the Future

 
It was the first day of sun and clear skies after the University of Georgia was closed 
during Hurricane Irma.  Every outside table at Hendershots Coffee was filled with 
students diving back into their studies. Lallie Maddox and Jackie Long showed up with 
their backpacks full and dressed in their ready to study apparel.  Their two tests the 
following day certainly did not hinder their excitement at our upcoming discussion. 
 Beneath their typical student appearance this duo is the brains behind Ripple Jam 
Booking, a non-profit booking agency for local bands in Athens.
 
What began as a class project for their music business course with David Barbe last 
semester, has expanded into a passion project for the two. With 25 to 30 local Athens 
bands on their roster and a few contacts in Atlanta, Ripple Jam Booking has made its 
mark in the Classic City.  But the non-profit booking agency is at a crossroads. Maddox 
and Long will both graduate in December and need to make an important decision on 
Ripple’s future.

 
Q: Ripple Jam has definitely made its mark here in Athens. How long would you 
say it took for local bands to pick up on what you are doing?
 
Jackie Long: Not too long actually because it is really interesting. When you are in the 
music business program so many of your peers have their own bands and are artists 
with all types of genres. So it was really easy to get plugged in by making 
announcements in our classes about how we were starting and that we are non-profit. 
Which is actually probably going to change as we re-assess our business model. Sorry I 
have lost track on where I was going with this (laughs).
 
Lallie Maddox: (jumps in) Every band has been very helpful and want to be involved in 
it. That is the great thing about the music business program. We are all just trying to 
help each other.
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Q: I was going to ask, why non-profit? But from what Jackie started to say, you 
are changing that?
 
J: Yes. We believe so. We are very back and forth on it. We are stuck between, do we 
want to give it back to the university and have it be something that…
 
L: (jumps in) Or have a club for the MBUS (music business) program so people can 
learn about booking. Because we have learned so much from it and the MBUS program 
doesn’t really have any clubs, so it would be a great thing for that. Or do we want to 
take it and make it our own? Because we both graduate in December. So we will 
probably have that answer once we meet with David Barbe again.
 
J: We will hopefully have that answer soon. Actually this last summer we, or at least I 
have, done a lot of consulting. Where we tell people and bands, this is how you do 
social media promotion and such. I was actually in Nashville and was helping an artist 
there with her single release and providing her with consulting. So we really just want to 
help local bands find venues in Athens and pair them together because we already have 
relationships with the venues. A lot of bands, you know, are just getting started and want 
to play at the 40 Watt or the Georgia Theatre. They have started at the Caledonia 
Lounge but don’t have the contacts, so we will say, ‘Okay! Well, I have interned at the 
40 Watt and Lallie with the Georgia Theatre, so we can be that connection for you but 
we will not charge you’.
 
L: But even our band design company that is on our roster, they are now doing the intro 
and outro… **looks at Jackie** Wait I haven’t even told you this! For some UGA radio 
station, it is the one that Shannon works for.. I’ll need to ask her. But they asked if we 
knew any cool bands that would want to do this and I told them yes. So, they will be 
doing the intro and outro segment for the station.
 
 
Q: Well you both have definitely made your mark here in Athens.
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J: Aw,: that makes my heart happy.  There is a lot of passion that goes in behind it. I 
have a lot of, hmm, hesitation when it comes to giving it back to the university. Like it 
would be amazing but this is our baby we are talking about here. We are both very 
entrepreneurial individuals and it will still be ours this semester. But come 2018 I’m not 
so sure.
 
L: That’s why we are going to talk to David Barbe again to get his advice on it and kind 
of figure out the next steps.
 
 
Q: That is what I was going to ask next. Where do you guys see yourself going or 
even expanding your team and making a club and so forth.
 
L: Yeah if neither one of us is going to be in Athens we will have to have someone take 
it over.
 
J: A lot of our contacts are here. But then, you know, I could easily daydream it 
becoming a consulting type of gig because people are willing to pay from fifty to two-
hundred and fifty dollars an hour to have you sit down and tell them how to get success 
on social media and how to promote their new single. For example, what’s the time 
frame like for when they should release music videos or when they should release their 
EP alongside their music video. So we have a knowledge of that because we have the 
certificate and people are willing to pay good money for that especially in Nashville, 
especially in Los Angeles.
 
L: If we both ended up in Nashville then…
 
J: Then it would definitely work and I have even met a woman that works for a big 
entertainment group in Nashville, they work with Keith Urban who is their biggest artist, 
and I was genuinely asking her about how we have this booking agency and what the 
heck do we do with it? She said that the biggest thing you are going to want to do after 
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you graduate is consulting because that is where the money is. So if we had a regular 
desk job, this would be great for a side project.
 
Oh definitely.
 
J: And, you know, in five, ten years down the road and it is actually doing really well then 
it will become the main thing. Because it is our passion project and that is where the 
time and energy has been spent. That is what I would love to see happen with Ripple. 
But, you know, thinking realistically, would it be best to just keep it at the university and 
then create something else?  Because we already know since we have done this and it 
has been successful. It isn’t going to hinder us from creating something that is just as 
successful or similar.
 
That’s a lot of options right there.
 
J: Lot of options dude!
 
Q: Well, that covers everything for me unless there is anything you guys would 
like to add?
 
L: Be on the lookout for us this semester! We are still doing stuff and we are in the 
process to reaching out to a lot of people right now for when we need help with bands 
and stuff. We will be around! This isn’t the last time you will see us.
 
J: This isn’t the last of Ripple Jam!


